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UM TO OBSERVE CHARTER DAY WITH SPEECH ON REGIONAL LITERATURE 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana’s observance of Charter Day will 
include a lecture on the importance of Montana writers and 
regional literature.
In his talk about regional literature, UM English Professor 
Bill Bevis will discuss "The Last Best Place," a Montana 
anthology edited by UM Professor Bill Kittredge and Missoula-area 
film maker Annick Smith.
The Charter Day Convocation will begin at 3 p.m. Feb. 16 in 
the Montana Theatre of UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television 
Center. Charter Day commemorates when the Montana Legislature 
chartered UM 96 years ago, Feb. 17, 1893. Until UM brought back 
its celebration of Charter Day a year ago, the 75th anniversary—  
in 1968--was UM's last Charter Day observance.
In addition to Bevis' lecture, the day's activities will 
include performances by the UM Chamber Chorale and the UM 
Symphonic Band as well as presentation of service awards.
Classes will not be canceled for the convocation.
The Robert T. Pantzer Award, honoring UM's president from 
1966 to 1974, will be awarded to Dr. Robert Curry, director of 
UM's Student Health Service since 1965. The $100 Pantzer award
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honors one for making the university more open and humane.
Curry, a native of Bloomington, Ind., is a 1958 graduate of 
Indiana University School of Medicine. From 1959 to I960, he 
worked as a staff physician at Western Montana Clinic in Missoula 
and from 1960 to 1965 was in private practice.
Since coming to UM, he's specialized in student health and 
sports medicine, which he's taught since 1970. He gives frequent 
presentations to students on current health issues. He's a 
member of UM's Wellness Advisory Committee and the Aids Task 
Force as well as Montana State University's Family Nursing Clinic 
Advisory Committee. Since 1987 he's been a member of St. Patrick 
Hospital's Executive Committee. A member of the American Medical 
Association, he's received the Physician Recognition Award.
The recipient of the Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service 
Award, named for UM's president from 1981 to 1986, will be Bruce 
Crippen of Billings. The award goes to a Montanan who's helped 
improve understanding of UM's needs and strengths in the state.
Crippen, recent president of the UM Foundation Board of 
Trustees, has served on the board since 1980. He was also a 
member of the Advisory Board for the School of Business 
Administration from 1977 to 1980. A 1956 UM business graduate, 
he was a member of Silent Sentinel and business manager of UM's 
student association. He was associate editor of the Montana Law 
Review in 1959, the year he earned a law degree from UM.
A Montana legislator since 1980, Crippen has been chair of
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the Senate's judiciary committee, local government committee, 
rules committee and revenue oversight committee. He was minority 
whip in the 1985 session.
Crippen, a real estate developer in Billings, has worked to 
improve business in the area with such developments as the 
Homestead Business Park. He has chaired the local United Way 
campaign and has been a board member for the Yellowstone Art 
Center and YMCA.
UM Alumni Association's Montana Award will go to Hal Stearns 
Sr. of Helena and Dan Marinkovich of Anaconda. The award is 
given for service in civic affairs, to UM's Alumni Association or 
in promoting UM in one's community.
Stearns, who earned journalism and English degrees from UM 
in 1936, was city editor of the Havre Daily News from 1936 to 
1940 and editor and publisher of the Harlowton Times and Ryegate 
Clarion from 1940 to 1973. He also has written numerous 
historical articles on Lewis and Clark and the Nez Perce.
He was director of the Referendum 106 campaign for higher 
education funding in Montana and chairs the Montana Personnel 
Commission to establish a merit system for state employees. He 
was director of the U.S. Bicentennial observance in Montana and 
was past president of the Montana Press Association, Montana 
Historical Society, Montana Humanities Committee and UM's Alumni 
Association.
Marinkovich, an Anaconda native, played basketball for the
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Grizzlies and earned a bachelor's degree in education from UM in 
1950 and a master's degree in 1957. For 26 years, he taught in 
Miles City at Custer County High School and Miles Community 
College. He served as president of the Montana High School 
Association, Southeastern Montana School Administrators and UM's 
Alumni Association.
He was superintendent of schools in Anaconda from 1976 to 
1985, when he retired. A member of various civic groups, he's 
district governor for the state's Chamber of Commerce and a 
member of the Grizzly Athletic Association. He also campaigned 
for Referendum 106 campaign and has lobbied for UM during 
legislative sessions.
The Student Service Award will go to Mike Craig of Billings. 
In 1986 he earned a bachelor's degree in political science with a 
minor in Native American Studies. In 1988 he earned a master's 
degree in public administration. He has been a legislative 
intern and a member of the Kyi-Yo Indian Club.
For UM's student organization, he's been a board member and 
served on several of its committees. From 1986 to 1987 he was a 
student representative for the UM Graduate Council and served on 
the UM Space Committee and Student Complaint Committee. He's now 
a legislative lobbyist for UM's students.
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